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These charismatic aquatic mammals can often be spotted grooming, resting & FORAGING in a variety of coastal marine habitats
including rocky shores, kelp beds, and wetlands. Since they must sleep at the surface, they are commonly observed
floating on their backs and wrapped in GIANT KELP to keep from drifting out to sea.

Sea otters exhibit humerous ADAPTATIONS to help them survive & thrive in their ever-changing ENVIRONMENT
such as excellent eyesight & sensitive whiskers to locate their food, webbed-feet & long tails to help propel them as they swim,
and a dense layer of fur to keep them warm & dry in chilly waters.

Plus, their teeth are especially unique for a marine mammal as they are blunt and designed for crushing & consuming a wide variety
of shellfish and BENTHIC INVERTERRATES including sea urchins, abalone, marine snails, sea stars, squid & octopus.

Amazingly, sea otters are one of the very few aquatic animals observed using tools (ROCKS, SHELLS & STONES) to pry opeh a meal
— egspecially if it is dining on a tasty crab, clam, or mussel.

Although considered a KEYSTONE SPECIES that plays a critical role in maintaining the balance of NEARSHORE ECOSYSTEMS
(SUCH AS KELP FORESTS, BAYS & ESTUARIES), sea otters are still vulherable to many environmental challenges
concerning food scarcity, disease and NATURAL PREDATION.

Moreover, sea otter survival has been significantly impacted by several human factors over recent decades — fishing gear
ENTANGLEMENTS & boat strikes, POLLUTANTS & oil spills — factors that cause
CONTAMINANT cxposure & HABITAT DEGRADATION.

The southern sea otter (ENHYDRA LUTRIS NEREIS) also known as the California sea otter, historically inhabited coastal marine
habitats from northern California to Baja, Mexico, but their range and population decreased significantly during the 18th & 19th centuries
because of excessive hunting (FOR THEIR PRIZED PELTS) fo the point of near EXTINCTION.

Although all marine mammals (CETACEANS, PINNIPEDS, OTTERS, MANATEES & POLAR BEARS) in the U.S. are protected
under the MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT, and the southern sea otter has full protection status under California state law,
according to the IUEN, sea otter populations world-wide are estimated to have undergone a 50 percent decline in the past 45 years.
The southern sea otter population, which once numbered over 16,000 has dwindled to nearly 3,000 individuals.

You have all the tools you need to begin at the touch of your keypad.
Here’s what you’ll need to do to get started. It’s super easy!
Just visit your library's online digital collection and discover the variety of eResources available to you.
Download library eBooks and eAudiobooks to your laptop, tablet, iPad or any other mobile device.
Browse, checkout and borrow these illustrative books highlighting the captivating sea otter.
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“Even if you never have the chance to see
or touch the ocean,
the ocean touches you”

~ Sylvia Earle
American oceanographer, sea explorer & author




