Name: _______________________
Date: _______________________

Worksheet: Tracking a Shark
Many sharks are in danger of becoming extinct. In order to help save sharks, scientists
need to know where sharks go and the areas of the ocean they prefer to visit. With this
information, scientists can then help sharks, by protecting those areas of the ocean that
sharks return to most often.
Jeff is an adult blue shark. He is 6 feet in length and migrates to the temperate waters of
the Pacific Ocean near the Gulf of California. A tag that records his movements was
secured to him on February 3 and his movements were tracked for several months.
Directions:
 Follow the instructions and track Jeff’s movements on the map.
 Each coordinate is made up of a letter and number.
 Use the coordinates and the map to mark the position of Jeff as he migrates.
 Connect each of the coordinates by drawing a line from one coordinate position
to the next and track Jeff’s movements in and out of the Gulf of California.

Jeff the Blue Shark Tracking Instructions
Date:

Coordinate:

Information:

Feb 3

Place a star on J 12

A tag was placed on Jeff
while he was visiting an
underwater seamount in the
Gulf of California.

Feb 10

Draw a squid at M 14

Jeff decides to move to deeper
water. Jumbo squid, its
favorite prey lives in these
deep waters.

Feb 11

Place a dot at L 18

Jeff moves to shallow water.
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Date:

Coordinate:

Information:

Feb 12

Draw a fin at K 21

Jeff moves quickly out of the
Gulf of California into the
open ocean and stays near the
surface.

Feb 16

Draw a seamount at J 16

Jeff visits a seamount called
the San Jaime seamount.
Seamounts are underwater
mountains where large groups
of fish, sharks and even
whales come to visit.

Feb 22

Draw some waves at I 18

Jeff swims in the warmer
waters near the surface.

Feb 26

Draw a circle around K 19

Jeff begins to dive down to
1300 feet. That is the distance
an elevator travels from the
top to the bottom of the
Empire State Building.

Mar 3

Place an X at K 11

Jeff seems to be back inside
the Gulf of California.

Mar 8

Draw another seamount at J 12

Jeff stays near the seamount
where he was first tagged and
stays for a few weeks.

Apr 6

Draw an island at I 9

Jeff swims over to the shallow
waters near Isla Carmen inside
the Loreto National Park. This
is a safe reserve where marine
life is protected.

Apr 18

Draw a shark at H 6

Jeff heads north when the
tracking device is released and
the data is sent to the
researchers.

Reference: http://www.adoptashark.com/images/stories/kids/
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